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had small hope of their being accepted, but he thought it •
advisable to proceed thus instead of at once taking up an
attitude of irreconcilable hostility, and claiming the four
duchies as his right. The propositions were not presented
at Vienna until he had already entered Silesia at the head
of his army.
The question whether the seizure of Silesia was or
was not justifiable is one on which the most divergent
opinions have been, and are still, entertained, was the
It looks on the face of it like a flagrant violation |^zu.re 9f .
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of the law of nations, and Frederick admits fiabie?
himself that the desire of making himself a name was at
any rate one of his motives. There are, however, con-
siderations that may be urged in extenuation of his
conduct. His father had guaranteed the Pragmatic
Sanction, but his guarantee was conditional on the
Emperor's promise to secure to him the succession to
Juliers and Berg. Yet so far was Charles from doing
this that he actually agreed to allow to the other claimant
provisional possession of the duchies. Again, the con-
tention that the peace of Europe would have been pre-
served if Frederick had kept quiet, has little to justify it.
Apart from the probable contingency of the war between
England and Spain spreading, there was the fact that the
Elector of Bavaria had already asserted his claims to
Austrian territories, and that France had already deter-
mined to back him. Within ten days of the Emperor's
death, Cardinal Fleury said to the Prussian ambassador
that France had given her guarantee to the Pragmatic
Sanction, subject to the clause £ saving the rights of a
third party,3 a reservation which, as the ambassador ob-
served, annihilated the guarantee altogether. Moreover,
Saxony had claims too, and if Bavaria moved in the
matter, Saxony would move also, and it was almost
certain that she would try to obtain that very Silesia over

